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dle -lu-
O Original FLORID‘?: Ni[‘ﬁ,sff ngfE FILE FomDate  2-21-2013
O Update rsion 4. Recorder # B
N Shaded Fields represant the minimum acceplable level of documentation.
T e Consult the Guide to Historical Structure Forms for detailed instructions.
Site Name(s) (address Ifnone) _Parachute Refurbishment Facility Multiple Listing (DHR only)
sUrvey Project Name - Parachute Refurbishment Facility HAER Survey # (DHR on[y)

National Register Category (please check one) ~ [Rlbuiding  [Jstructure Cldistict  [Jsite  [Jobject
Ownership: Clprivate-profit [Jorivate-nonprofit [Iprivate-individual Oprivate-nonspecific ety [leounty [hstate [federal [Native American [Jioreign [unknown

LOCATION & MAPPING

Sirest Number Dirggtion  Street Name Street Type Suffix Direction
Address: Bldg M7-657 Avenue E
Cross Streets (nearest/ between) 3rd Street
USGS 7.5 Map Name__orsIno USGS Date 1576  Plat or Other Map
City / Town (within 3 miles) Kennedy Space Center In City Limits? Eyes Ono [Junknown County Brevard
Tawnship _23s Range 372 Section __ s __ Y section: ONW [CISW CISE [CINE Irregular-name;
Tax Parcel # w/a Landgrant
Subdivision Name__n/a Black Lot
UTM Coordinates: Zone [116 (17 Easting[5[3] 48[ 0] 3 Northing| 3] 1] s[ 4] 8] 1] 2]
Other Coordinates: X Y: Coordinate System & Datum

Name of Public Tract (e.g., park) ot applicable

Construction Year; _ 1964 [CJapproximately  [Jyear listed or earlier Oyear listed or later

Original Use Other From {year).___ 1964 To(year):__ 2011
Current Use Other From (year); To {year):

Other Use Parachute processing for NASA programs From (year); To (year):
Moves: Oyes [Xno [Dunknown  Date; Original address
Alterations: [®Jyes [Joo [Junknown Date: _1-1-1368  Natute Interior modifications

Additions: [lyes [Qno [Junknown Date: _1-1-1978  Nalure Additions for Space shuttle program
Architect {last name first): Wellman-Lord Engineering Builder (last name first): unknown

Ownership History {especially original owner, dates, profession, efc.) National Aeronautics and Space Administration

Is the Resource Affected by a Local Preservation Ordinance? Cdves BEno [Tunknown Describe

Style No style Exterior Plan Irreqular Number of Stories 1
Exterior Fabric(s) 1._Concrete block 2. 3, —
Roof Type(s} 1._Flat 2. 3.
Roof Material(s) 1._Built-up 2. 3

Roof secondary strucs. (dormers etc.) 1. 2.

Windows (types, materials, etc.) _ Not Applicable

Distinguishing Architectural Features (exterior or Interior omaments) _ Nct Applicable

Ancillary Features / Qutbuildings (record outbuildings, major landscape features; use continuation sheet if needed)_There is an auxiltiary storage
warehouse to the west of the building that was constructed in 1996.

DHR USE ONLY OFFICIAL EVALUATION DHR USE ONLY
NR List Date SHPO — Appears to meet criteria for NR listing: Cyes Cno [Jinsufficient info Date Init.

KEEPER - Determined eligible: Cyes [Ino Date
ClOwner Objection | NR Criteria for Evaluation: Oa b Oc [Od (see National Register Bulletin 15, p. 2)

HREBEO46R0107 Florida Master Site Flle / Division of Historical Resources / R, A. Gray Bullding / 560 South Bronough Street, Tallahasses, FL 32309-0250
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DESCRIPTION (con tinwed)

Chimney: No._o  Chimney Material(s): 1. 2.
Structural System(s): 1. concrete block 2. _ 3
Foundation Type(s): 1. _siab 2.

Foundation Material(s): 1. _Poured Concrete Footing 2.
Main Entrance (stylistic cetalls)__There is a double pedestrian door on the south elevatien.

Porch Descriptions (types, locations, roof types, etc) _Not Applicabie

Condition (overall resource condition): [Jexcellent Elgood [IMair [Ideteriorated Oruinous

Narrative Description of Resource The PRF is a one-agtory, concrete-block manufacturing buildin
footprint and painted white exterior. It containg 35,758 square Ffeet
and a 2,025 gq. ft. central office bay {see Continuation Sheet) .
Archaeological Remains Not applicable

RES

. _including a 2,100 5q. ft. high bay

[check if Archaeolagical Form Completed

EARCH METHODS (check all that apply

Eother methods (describe) NASR, John ¥. Kennedy Space Center Archives
Bibliographic References (give FMSF manuscript # f relevant, use confinuation sheet if needed) _ (see Continuation Sheet}

EIFMSF record search {sites/surveys) Hlibrary research Obuilding permits C18anbom maps

OIFL State Archives/photo collection Ccity directory B occupantiowner interview [Oplat maps

Olproperty appraiser / tax records Clnewspaper files CIneighbor interview OPublic Lands Survey (DEP)
Hcultural resource survey (CRAS) [Xlhistoric photos . B interior inspection ®IHABS/HAER record search

OPINION OF RESOURCE SIGNIFICANCE

Appears fo meet the critenia for National Register listing individually? Eyes [Oho  Cinsufficient information

Appears to meet the criteria for National Register listing as part of a district? Oyes  Rno  [Jinsufficient information

Explanation of Evaluation {required, whether significant or not; use separate sheet if needed) _Eligible to the NRHP under Criterion A in the
context of U.5. Space Shuttle Program. The building received, cleaned, and refurbighed the pilot, drogue,
and main parachutes of the Shuttle orbiter and Solid Rocket Boosters ({see Continuation Sheet).

Area(s) of Historical Significance (see National Register Bullatin 15, p. 8 for categories: e.g. "architecture”, “ethnic heritage”, “community planning & development, etc.)
1. Science 3._Engineering 5.
2. Trangportation 4. other 6.

DOCUMENTATION

Accessible Documentation Not Filed with the Site File - including field notes, analysis notes, photos, plans and other important documents

) Document type _Photographs Maintaining organization _National Park Servige, Region One
Document description _HAER Photography and Narrative Context File oraccession #'s = HAER NO. FL-B-11-Q

Document type _Photographs
Document description _Parachute Refurbishment Facility

Maintaining organization National Aeronautics and Space Administration
File oraccession#'s  ht tp://mediaarchive.ksc.nasa. gov/search

RECORDER INFORMATION

Recorder Name _David L. price Affiliation New south associates

Recorder Contact Informafion 118 s. 1lth St., Nashville, TN 37206; 615-262-4326; dpricemnewsouthassoc.com '
{address / phone / fax / e-mail)

. © USGS 7.5" MAP WITH STRUCTURE LOCATION PINPOINTED IN RED
Required © LARGE SCALE STREET, PLAT OR PARCEL MAP asis fon nestoosety sprsor ot st
Attachments  © PHOTO OF MAIN FACADE, ARCHIVAL B&W PRINT OR DIGITAL IMAGE FILE

f submitting an image file, it must be included on disk or CD AND in harg copy format (ptain paper is acceptable).
Digital image must be at least 1600 x 1200 pixels, 24-bit color, jpeq o tiff. :
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DESCRIPTION OF RESOURCE:

The Parachute Refurbishment Facility (PRF) was built in stages to receive, wash, inspect, repair,
and pack the parachutes used on the Space Shuttle SRBs. It is located at the southwest corner of
3rd Street and Avenue E in the Kennedy Space Center (KSC) Industrial Area. The building is
bordered on the north and east by road shoulders and drainage ditches, and on the south and west
by undeveloped wetlands. There is a 5,100-square foot Ground Storage Equipment (GSE)
building on the west side of the PRF,

The PRF is a one-stoty, concrete-block manufacturing building with an irregular footprint and
painted white exterior. It contains 35,758 square feet of workspace, including a 2,100 square-
foot high bay and 2,025 square foot central office bay. There is an overhead monorail system
throughout the building to transport the parachutes from one area to another.

The building has six main sections, including: the central office bay; the high bay; the east
parachute refurbishment area (Aisles 1-3); west refurbishment area (Aisle 4); the materials
testing arca; and the defoul deck. The entire building, except the defoul deck, has a concrete
block construction with flat, built-up roofs. The defoul deck is-a rectangular, covered, outdoor
space that stretches across the north end of the building and beyond its west side to create an L-
shaped footprint. It has a reinforced cast concrete structure and built-up roof.

Transportation to the building is accomplished via a pair of entrance drives off of Avenue E.
There are parking areas on the east, south, and west sides of the building. There are security
gates that restrict access from the parking areas to the defoul deck loading area and the west
(rear) side of the building.

EXPLANATION OF EVALUATION:

The Parachute Refurbishment Facility (PRF) was built in 1964 to process parachutes for Project
Gemini. In 1968, the building was modified into the NASA News Center to house journalists
and public relations activities. The building was modified and expanded in 1978 for the U.S.
Space Shuttle Program (SSP) to receive, clean, inspect, store, and refurbish the pilot, drogue, and
main parachutes used on the Solid Rocket Boosters (SRBs) and shuttle orbiter drag parachute.
The PRF also refurbished thermal blankets and tested the materials used to repair the parachutes.

The PRF is a one-of-a-kind facility that is considered eligible for listing in the National Register
of Historic Places (NRHP) in the context of the SSP (1969-2011) under Criterion A in the area of
Space Exploration and Transportation. Because it achieved significance within the past 50 years,
Criterion Consideration G also applies. The PRF played an essential role in the re-usability of
the Space Shuttle orbiter and SRBs as a Parachute Manufacturing Facility.
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